MONTAIGNE  IN   THE  TOWER

the occupation; even its hardships and difficulty."
But, while we may believe that Montaigne bore
arms, no one can fix a date, or name a military
achievement. There is no evidence that he ever
took part in an engagement, or carried off, like
Ben Jonson, his spolia opima. In 1574 the roy-
alist commander, the Duke de Montpensier, de-
spatched him, as we learn from an entry in the
Ephcnierides of Beuther, from the camp of St.
Hermine on a mission to the Parliament of Bor-
deaux. There is nothing to show that Montaigne
was attached to the duke during the campaign in
Poitou; he may have been summoned from his
home to act as an emissary for a special occasion.
It may be, for all we know, that his sword had the
quality of " innocence" ascribed to it by one of
his biographers.

Montaigne in his tower, especially in his earlier
days of meditation, certainly liked to speculate
concerning military events, and to consider them,
not so much from the point of view of a military
critic as from that of human prudence. Ought,
for instance, the commander of a besieged place
himself go forth to parley? In times so full of
Ingenious treachery as his own, it seemed to Mon-
taigne to be no part of wisdom to place one's self
in the power of adversaries, though he takes care
to tell us that his own temper is confident and
trustful. Is it just, again, to punish with death
143 Foix, who repre-
